288. LETTER TO SIR BENJAMIN ROBERTSON

GAPE TOWN,
March 6, 1914

DEAR SIR BENJAMIN,

You will see from the enclosed that every result feared from
the Searle judgment is being brought about by the very action
of the Government. The original case is reported in Indian
Opinion.1 But I send you the Pretoria News cutting. I was waiting
for the Supreme Court decision. This was invited, as you will ob-
serve, by the Government, Now the Highest Court has reversed
the decision of the Lower Court and the children of de facto mono-
gamous unions [are] declared illegitimate and, therefore, prohibited
immigrants. Now, such children and the children of wives to be
administratively allowed to enter the Union are to be protected
under the proposed settlement. Will you kindly go into this mat-
ter and secure, pending settlement, the non-deportation of the
child? As I am writing to you, I am not myself writing to the
Government in this matter.

May I ask you please to let me have copies of this and my pre-
vious letter?2

/ am,

Tws truly,

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat of a copy of the original: S.N. 5946 & 5954

1 Hie case of hmmgrstioti Qf&r v. Mahomed Hasan reported in Indian

H-2-I9I4 & 11-3-1914, decided that a child of a polygamous
marriage celebrated outside the Unioa was not exempted under Section 5(g)
of Act 23, 1913, and, as such, was a prohibited immigrant

2 Typewritten copies of these w<? later wt fay Sir Benjamin,